
 

 

Welcome to a new school year!  The Pepper Ridge staff would like to welcome all returning and new stu-
dents.  We are looking forward to working closely with our families and students to maintain the highest 

quality of education for our students.   

As you know, Wednesday was our first day of school.  
Pepper Ridge’s Promise Council had 100 Caring Adults 
here welcoming and encouraging our Pumas. We appre-
ciate all their encouragement.  We are blessed to live in 

such a supportive community.   

School Security 

We welcome and encourage people to visit our school. It 
is, however, important that we know who is in the      
building at all times. During school hours, every door that 
leads into the building will be locked. To gain entrance into the building, you will need to come to the front 
door and ring the buzzer. This will alert school personnel that you are at the door and wish to enter the 
building. At that time you should proceed directly to the office to sign in and obtain a visitor’s badge or wear 
the one that was issued to you at the completion of your background check. We believe that it is extremely 
important to continue to encourage volunteerism and visitation in our schools by the community. This 
school security system is in no way meant to be a deterrent to involvement, but rather an additional meas-
ure to ensure the well-being of our students. We appreciate your cooperation as we work to increase safety 

and security in our schools. 

As always, we appreciate your partnership in providing a safe and achievement-filled school year for your 

child.  Looking forward to a successful  2017-2018 school year! 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Fogal 
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August 23 Picture Day 

August 28 5th Grade Band/Orchestra Begins 

August 30th Late Start—8:45 a.m. 

September 1st Walk A Thon Pep Assembly 

September 4 No School—Labor Day 

September 5 No School—Teacher Institute Day 

September 8 Fire Drill at 9:30 a.m. 

September 12 PTO Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Library 

Mark your calendars 

School Pictures 

August 23rd 

Pepper Ridge Elementary 



 

 

Breakfast will be offered to all students who would 
like to participate.  Breakfast is served in the               
cafeteria from 7:25—7:40 a.m.  Each student has a 
food service account and breakfast and lunch are 
both deducted from this same account.  We               
encourage you to put money on this account 
through Skyward Family Access or in the office 
clearly marked with your students first and last 
name.   

 

 
    
  
   
  
  

Student Arrival/Dismissal Times 
 

School begins at 7:45 a.m. and ends at 2:30 p.m. 
for the 2017-2018 school year.  Students may 
begin arriving to school at 7:25 a.m.  At this time 
students may enter through the doors at the main 
entrance or the north entrance to the building and 
report directly to the gym or cafeteria.  Students 
arriving before 7:25 a.m. must be enrolled in the 
Scribbles before and after school program. 
 
All students should be picked 
up promptly at 2:30 p.m.  
Thank you for your             
assistance.   
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Lunch and Recess Times  
 

                 Recess       Lunch 
Kindergarten 11:40 - 12:05  12:05 - 12:30 

1st Grade 11:10 - 11:35  11:35 - 12:00 

2nd Grade 10:40 - 11:05  11:05 - 11:30 

3rd Grade 11:15 - 11:40  11:40 - 12:05 

4th Grade 10:45 - 11:10  11:10 - 11:35 

5th  Grade 11:45 - 12:10  12:10 - 12:35 

 
 Lunch Prices 

  Students $2.10 
   Milk only $  .55 

 Adults  $2.60 

 

School Attendance / Tardiness 

 

It is vitally important for the academic success of a child 

for the student to be on time every day.  School begins at 

7:45 a.m.  Any child entering after this time must be 

signed in at the office by their parent/guardian.  This               

ensures that if they have already been marked absent by 

the teacher, the office is aware that they are actually                

present.  Parents must call the Attendance Hotline if a 

student is absent or tardy.  Our hotline is available                           

24-hours a day (557-4472).  If parents do not notify the 

office of the child’s absence, school office personnel will 

make every attempt to contact the parents regarding the 

child’s absence prior to 9:00 a.m. each morning as                      

required by the Illinois School Code.  Please call each 

day that your child is absent if it is not already                        

pre-arranged.  Please send a note to the teacher and  

office for any pre-arranged absences.  Students absent 

for more that 55 minutes (2nd—5th grade) and 115 

minutes (Kindergarten & 1st 

grade) during the day (not 

including lunch) are                   

considered absent for 1/2 

the day. 

Student  Spotlight  
A warm welcome is extended to the kinder-
garten class of 2030 and all of our new stu-
dents and families.  We are all here to help 
you feel comfortable in your new school.  In 
a short time everything that is now new and 
different will become familiar and a part of 
your new routine.  You are 
now Pepper Ridge  
Pumas...Congratulations!! 

http://onescrappymom.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/SchoolHouse.jpg


 

 

Birthday Treat Policy 
 
We will continue with our no-edible birthday treat 
policy. However, we will allow non-edible prizes 
such as pencils or erasers again this year.  This 
policy worked well last year for all our                            
students.  The district has adopted a district-wide 
policy regarding birthday treats as follows:  
 

Unit 5 believes that birthdays are special for                         
children. As a school district, in order to promote 

a healthy school environment, birthday                         
recognitions cannot include food items. The                     

decision will be left up to each school as to how 
they would like to recognize a student’s birthday, 

but it cannot include food items. 
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Please welcome the following new staff members: 
Chris Ellis—Assistant Principal 

Lyndsay Johnson: Speech Pathologist 

Cassie Meurs: 5th Grade Level 1st Semester  

Pam Witzig: Art 

 Katie Outlaw: Paraprofessional 

 Amy Row: Paraprofessional 

 Olivia Simkins: Paraprofessional  

Kim Lynch: Paraprofessional  

***ATTENTION STATE FARM***    

PARENTS 

Do you volunteer at least 40 

hours in a year at Pepper 
Ridge School and work at State 

Farm?  If so, you can earn our 

school $500!   Volunteering 

includes helping at our Walk A 

Thon,  Family Game Night,                          
volunteering in the                  

classroom or even taking 

things home to work on for your child’s class-

room teacher.  

Visit the below link for more details.   

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519 

LATE STARTS 
Continuing with the 2017-2018 school year all Unit 5 
schools will start school 1 hour late for the purpose of 

staff development.   During these designated days school 
will begin at 8:45 a.m. rather than the traditional                  

7:45 a.m.  This adjustment is an attempt by our school 
district to provide an avenue for educators to maintain                          
appropriate levels of staff development otherwise not 
possible with the significant budget cuts taking place.  

Following are the 12 scheduled “late start” days: 

 

 August 30  January 24 

 September 13  February 14 

 September 27  March 7 

 October 18              March 21 

 November 1  April 11 

 December 13  May 9    
 

Parents and family members of Pepper Ridge students help to make our school a wonderful place!  If you 

are interested in donating time to our school please follow the process below. 

Anyone who volunteers in a Unit 5 school district must undergo a background check.  If you are new to the 

district or have never completed the background screening on-line application, you will need to contact 

the school directly (309-557-4423). Once you have completed the application process 

your 2017-2018 volunteer badge will be delivered to Pepper Ridge School. 

If you have completed the on-line background screening in the past, you will not need 

to renew in the 2017-2018 school year.  However, if you are in need of a replacement 

badge, please let the Pepper Ridge Office know.  

Volunteer Screenings 

IMC HELP Needed! 
 

Mr. Mroz is always looking for volunteers in 
the IMC. Please email him if you are           

interested, or if you want to learn 
more. mrozj@myunit5.org  

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=state+farm+logo&view=detail&id=EBC8832AB1463C99C2F02264A93645DF00B99767&first=1
mailto:mrozj@myunit5.org


 

 

 
 

Pepper Ridge Elementary Collects Box Tops 

What do Box Tops and Labels for Education do 

for us?  Each Box Top turned into a teacher at 

Pepper Ridge is worth $.10 for our school, paid 

to Pepper Ridge PTO.  In addition to this con-

test, you can also help raise money for Pepper 

Ridge by visiting www.boxtops4education.com. 

The Labels for Education let’s Pepper bank 

points that can be used by the school to pur-

chase education resources and playground 

equipment.  Your child can deliver box tops 

and labels in separate  baggies or envelopes 

with their room code 

clearly marked to 

their teacher. 
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Box  

Tops 

September 4 Labor Day—No School 

September 5 Teacher Institute—No School 

September 12 PTO Meeting—6:30 p.m. 

September 13 Late Start—8:45 a.m. 

September 14 
Boy Scout Recruitment Night 

6:30 p.m. 

September 18 Evacuation Drill  

September 21 Open House 

September 22 Walk A Thon 

September 27 Late Start—8:45 a.m. 

September 30 Progress Reports 

 

 Parents can add money to their child’s Skyward ac-
count on line.  Parents can also send in a check or 
cash to the school office.  Please label the envelope 
with student’s name and room code. 

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications can be picked 
up in the office. 

 The Elementary School Handbook can be found on 
our website.  Please notify the school office if you do 
not have access to the web site or if you would like a 
paper copy of the handbook. 

Please make sure our office has all available     
emergency contact numbers (cell phones, relatives 
etc.)  Any reliable source of communication can be 
very helpful in case of an emergency.   

Thank you for keeping the safety 
of our children the highest priority.  
Slow down, watch for the unusual, 
and generally do your part to keep 
the area around our school safe 
and orderly.  

For the safety of our  students, we 
kindly ask our families to refrain from bringing animals 
on school grounds.  

Puma Paws 
All schools in Unit 5 are implementing a positive behavior      

support system known as PBIS. What is PBIS?  PBIS is a 

“positive behavior support” that is proactive,                         

comprehensive, systematic and individualized continuum 

of support designed to provide opportunities to all                 

students, including students with disabilities, for               

achieving social and learning success, while preventing 

problem behaviors.” 

Students receive Puma Paws for following Pepper Ridge 

Expectations:  Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible. 

Puma Paws are given whenever a student is seen follow-

ing our school wide expectations.  Puma Paws can be    

given by all staff members. 

Students can use their Puma Paws to purchase items . 

Items such as pencils, erasers, popcorn, lunch with teach-

er are a few of the items the student can purchase. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com

